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he staﬁ' at’ Duxbury Mlddle School w1ll be very '

I sorry to lose Jeﬁrey nght He has beena strong
-force in-our school and his presence will be -

mlsscd The article in the Chpper reporting the non-renew-

al of Mr. Knight’s contract stated that a middle school prin-

. cipal should “understand: how to best run a middle- school

and is a dynamic léader.” It said that we are looking for*
-someone who has a “good; grasp.on: curnculum develop-,
ment.” And ﬁnally it stated:that.-we-need mcone who can
“keep kids on an even kee » because “

Smce his arrival, Mr nght has made many posmve
changes for the students at DM ’When he first.came:to
*DMS as assistant- prmclpal discipling was. essentlally non-
existent. He adopted a program. ntitled “The ABC'’s,’
acronym for “Accountablhty, Behavior and Characte
where students were held. accountable for their actions. The
gurdehnes were made clear and;if a student broke the rules,
fair:and consistent action was- taken to correct their errors.

- MCAS testmg procedures had also:been’ ‘disorganized and

' chaotic. Mr.’Knight rectified this:situation. We believe. the
importance placed on such orgamzatlon as:also. raised stu-
 dents’ levels.of performance. In: addmon;to'orgamzmg
“'MCAS procedures, Mr. nght has- been dedicated to the

ongoing process of ransmg student scores. He implemented

a half-year required seventh grade course, entitled “Math
- Connections.”"'He also created ‘Brain Busters where stu-
_ dents workedion MCAS: sample ques in homeroom in

a*smulated test environment: Another; cxample'of a posi-
) ( nght ystemrzed a lock

wn proceduge, and has fine:tiwed,our fire drill procedure
~sa8iwell. Under Mr. Knight's’ leaderslup and withhis * °
: encouragement we have created a positive and. safe envi-

!
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Mr. Knight has worked hard to bring our school commu-
nity together. He has improved student life with a multitude
of endeavors. He encourages school dances. Mr. Knight .

- Introduced Holiday kick-off parties where students partici-

- pate in numerous activities such as face painting, arts and
crafts, “Dance, Dance Revolution,” karaoke, a pizza meal,
dancing and sports. He enicourages Dragon award nomina-
tions where students are awarded for various acts of kind-
ness and'caring. Mr. Knghtcontmuéd with our outdoor
education program, Nature’s Classroom and honed the
Organization of the trip to flawless execution. He chaper-

+ Ones our aniual weekend skitrip to Sunday River. He sup-
ports our eighth grade promotion ceremony and Graduation

 dance. Mr. Knight organized an Academic Awards Night.
He was thrilled with the idea that the entire school commu-

nity starts the year on.common ground. Jeff Knight truly

‘cares about.and appreciates his student population.

Not only has Mr. ngﬁtsucceededmbnngmg our stu-
dents together, but he.also: has fostered a positive environ-

_ mment for his staff. He starts every school year. with-an

'.impassionediispeecli;‘éﬁéﬁgli'g’-ffh? staff up for. a positive and

exciting school year. He encourages his staff to challenge

students with creative Projects, cross-curricular activities

and other such endeavors. - Sl TR e

- What is most important s that Mr. Knight truly supports
and cares for his entire'sc ool community, from teachers to

parents to custodial staff 1t the students.to the secretarial

- Staff. He has-grown a-great deal 4s an adminjstrator during

-his four years in.Duxbury Any school will be lucky to
have Jeff Knight lead thei community. DMS, on the other
hgpg; Will'suffer an enormious loss when-Mr. Knight leaves

-us. We - will'tiss-him> ..~ L

tter.also si

ned by Alison Thomas, Julie Cook,
ack, Michael Armandi, Nancy"

oMo | Aucci, Martha North, Chris Geary, Paul
Romano; Nathan Sylvester. Tim Cipriani, Mare Lynch,
Ritamarie Benoir; Donna Bryer, Howie Bryer, Kathleen

crier-Carey Bruce, Debbie Greenglass; Daniel Kenney,
i1eatne Nancy Webb; Marylynn Sciretta, Jessica
Sullivan, Knisting White; Elizabeth Fitzgerald, Lisa ™
“sperpe Sonnyer Worden, 'Jana Cocio; Shira Limmer, .
SusanHarringion; Bennet Epstéin. Jack:Stoddard, John
Blake, E"ikdiCIarkandl@ura Neprud. =




